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Run. HIpe. 
FIGHT: SURVIVING 
AN ACTIVE 


SHOOTER EVENT 

In light of the recent tragedy in 
San Bernadino, Calif., Vice Pres- 
ident and CFO David Gingerella 
is urging everyone to watch a six 
minute video which shows three 
different ways people can deal 
with a potential active shooter, 
how to maintain composure, and 
get oneself to safety. 

The video is available on 
the Public Safety section of the 
NECC website. 


DONATIONS BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR 
EmMMAusS House 


If every student and facul- 
ty member brought at least one 
non-perishable food item, then 
we could contribute enough to 
feed many families this holiday 
season. Boxes for dropping off 
food donations are located in 
the following places: Lobby of 
C (Spurk) Building, The Library 
Lobby (Haverhill Campus), The 
Student Center lobby, and the 
lobby of the Athletic Center. 

Donations will be accepted up 
until December 22nd. 


DANCE CLASSES 
ALLOW YOU TO 
EARN CREDITS 
WHILE HAVING FUN 


Sign up now for the Spring 
2016 dance classes: 

Dance Pedagogy 

World Dance 

Jazz Dance 

Dance Performance 


Tor Notcu 
PLAYERS 
PRODUCTION OF 
*EDGES’ COMING IN 


FEBRUARY 

Directed by student Geehae 
Moon, the production will be re- 
hearsed during the winter break 
and performances are scheduled 
for February 19 and 20. 


By ReBecca WESTERMAN 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 

The disappearance of up to 
450 copies of the NECC Ob- 
server was discovered by student 
staff on Friday morning, Dec. 11. 

Observer staff are unsure why 
anyone would want to destroy or 
take the newspapers in bulk. The 
only potentially controversial 
story in the Dec. 2 issue of the 
Observer was the front page lead 
story about the suspended bas- 
ketball coach, who was placed 
on administrative leave due to 
charges of illegal gambling filed 
against him after an investigation 
by the state attorney’s general of- 
fice and the state police. 

Observer staff estimated the 
total number of missing copies 
of the Dec. 2, issue at between 
350-450 newspapers. 

Six newsstands were discoy- 
ered empty by staff members, 
including all of the newsstands 
in the C building, all the stands 
in the B building, and the stand 
outside of the D building. 

An additional three full bun- 
dies of the Dec.2 student news- 
papers were also taken from 
directly outside the Observer’s 
office on the second floor of the 
C building. These copies are kept 
for archiving and to mail tear 
sheets to the newspaper’s adver- 
tisers. 

The staff members reported 
the theft to the public safety de- 
partment at NECC on Dec. 11. 

The disappearance of the 
newspapers is currently under 
investigation, and public safety 


is reviewing security tapes that 
show video of newsstand loca- 
tions. Public safety also searched 
the Dumpsters on campus on 
Dec.11, but did not find any of 
the missing copies. 

The Observer staff said 
the newsstands were full on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, and believe 
the newspapers were removed 
sometime on Thursday, Dec. 10. 

Observer staff members were 
on campus the evening of Dec. 
10, covering a home basketball 
game and a music performance 
at the tech center and did not 
note anything suspicious while 
on campus. 

The Student Press Law Cen- 
ter, a nonprofit dedicated to ed- 
ucating student journalists about 
the First Amendment and sup- 
porting the student news media 
in their struggle to cover issues 
free from censorship, says that 
newspaper theft, even of free 
papers, is a serious issue, espe- 
cially on the campus of a public 
college. 

Newspaper theft is a “a ter- 
ribly effective form of censor- 
ship,” the Student Press Law 
Center said on its website. 

“Tf the perpertrator is a gov- 
ernment official - which would 
include any public school ad- 
ministrator, employee or faculty 
member - he or she has likely vi- 
olated the First Amendment,” the 
center said. 

Even free student newspa- 
pers are not free, the center said. 
“Publishing a student newspa- 
per is an expensive undertaking; 


= ae dent newspapers go missing 
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This newsstand, located outside of the Observer offices, 


was left empty. 

student media lose thousands 
of dollars each year as a result 
of newspaper theft. Like other 
types of theft, newspaper thieves 
deprive rightful owners of their 
valuable property ... In almost all 
cases businesses and others have 
paid to have their advertisements 
published - money they certainly 
would not pay if they knew their 
ad would never be read.” 

In the case of the Observer, 
the Dec. 2 issue had $539 worth 
of paid advertising, along with 
printing costs and student staff 
and adviser stipends, which staff 
estimate at a more than $1,000 
value total. 

“Theft of newspapers is a se- 
rious issue. It not only is censor- 


ship, but it is a direct violation 
of First Amendment rights. A 
reporter’s duty to the public is 
to accurately account stories go- 
ing on in the community. If the 
outlet in which a reporter can 
spread that information becomes 
hindered, the very foundation for 
why journalists do what they do 
crumbles,” said Chad Gorham, 
Observer campus life editor and 
president of student senate. 

If anyone has any information 
on the stolen papers, please con- 
tact the NECC Observer at ob- 
server.necc.mass.edu, twitter @ 
theneccobserver or contact pub- 
lic safety. 


No end in sight for contract nego tsi 


parking area near the Hartleb Technology Center on the Haverhill campus. 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
Still working without a contract since June, members of the union Massachusetts Community College Council (MCCC), 
boycotted the administration’s annual holiday party on Wednesday, Dec. 9, instead opting to hold a tailgate party in the 
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Happy Holidays| 50 shades of black 


By KIM WHITING 
Correspondent 

Every year at this time, social 
media starts to blow up with posts 
from people who are angry be- 
cause they would rather say “Mer- 
ry Christmas” than “Happy Hol- 
idays.” New this year, I’ve seen 
memes that called red Starbucks 
cups an attack on Christmas and 
“Holiday Trees” an attack on the 
American way. This strikes me as 
a strange thing to say here in the 
U.S., where capitalism is the rule 
of the land. 

Starbucks may save a penny by 
omitting fancy text and graphics on 
their cups. They may save a minute 
of production time or a bit of ink. 
Maybe the person placing the order 
just didn’t want to bother. Saving 
time and cutting corners are the 
main priority in every other aspect 
of business, so why should this be 
any different? 

Perhaps, you could argue, hav- 
ing the largest possible target au- 
dience to market your product to is 
the most important thing in a retail 
business. Which brings us around to 
“Holiday Trees.” A few more peo- 
ple may buy a Spruce for the living 
room if the sellers can convince 
them that it’s not just for Christmas 


anymore. What does a tree have to 
do with the birth of Jesus anyway? 

Instead, they can say, it’s more 
of an all-purpose tree that can be 
used to celebrate a variety of hol- 
idays. Nobody really knows what 
those other holidays are, yet, but 
over time, a decorative tree may 
be adopted by other cultures or re- 
ligions in order to make this true. 
Maybe the Pastafarians will have 
trees hung with ornaments shaped 
like Flying Spaghetti Monsters 
and colanders. Good news for tree 
growers everywhere. 

For myself, I choose to say 
“Happy Holidays” because I was 
raised in Needham, which has a 
large Jewish population. My grand- 
mother explained to me at a young 
age that saying “Merry Christmas” 
to a person who does not celebrate 
Christmas is just silly. Not because 
they may be offended, but because 
it’s simply a waste of breath to say 
something that, by definition, ex- 
cludes the person you are saying it 
to. 

I’m not worried about offending 
anyone. I just choose to include ev- 
ery person from every walk of life 
in my wishes for a wonderful holi- 
day season. 


By KIM WHITING 
Correspondent 

In reviewing a recent issue of 
Entertainment Weekly, I noticed 
that the pictures all look so very 
perfect. Not a single blemish or 
fat roll or misplaced hair. Every 
tooth is straight and white, every 
eye is shining brightly and all 
of the skin is glowing. Clearly, 
Photoshop is used heavily. 

While that in itself may pose 
an ethical dilemma given what 
we know about the effects of 
body image on the world’s 
youth, I was struck by an even 
deeper concern when I came to 
an article titled “Shondaland,” 
which included a large picture 
of Shonda Rhimes surrounded 
by Ellen Pompeo, Viola Davis 
and Kerry Washington. 

All four are beautiful women 
to begin with and this picture 
was no exception. The racial di- 
versity displayed in the picture 
would, on the surface, appear 
to be a testament to how far our 
society has come with regard 
to racial integration, but I was 
struck by how the use of lighting 
in this picture seemed to light- 
en the black women, especially 
Shonda Rhimes, to the point 
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that she almost appeared white. 
I wondered about that because 
I didn’t remember her being so 
light-skinned. 

Did the photographer use 
lighting to make her appear less 
black? Did the editors Photo- 
shop the picture to diminish the 
contrast between Pompeo and 
the rest of the group? Did they 
think their audience would be 
uncomfortable with an article 
about mostly black people? 

Out of curiosity, I Googled 
Rhimes, Washington and Davis 
and the result of my search was 
actually quite interesting. The 
thumbnail images on the Goo- 
gle search page showed each 
woman depicted in drastically 
different lighting, making them 
look much darker or lighter, de- 
pending on the setting and the 
publication. The use of creative 
lighting and editing was obvious 
when the pictures are viewed 


side by side. | had to wonder if 


this is a deliberate whitewash. 
If so, by whom? The photogra- 
pher? The editor? The manag- 
ers? 


This may be an example of 


a publication that would dimin- 


they feel that they are catering 
to an audience with less racial 
tolerance. In this way, the pub- 
lication can claim to be embrac- 
ing racial diversity while easily 
handling those members of its 
audience who are still uncom- 
fortable with such things. It’s as 
if they’re saying, “Don’t worry, 


they’re only a little bit black.” 


Correction 
section 


On page | of the Dec. 
2 issue, it was stated that 
the dance recital was to 
be held at Pawtucket Re- 
gional High School. The 
event was actually held 
at the Pentucket Region- 
al High School. 


On page 6 of the Dec. 
2 issue, the name Trac 
Mikami was misspelled. 
The correct spelling is 
Mukami. 


ish the appearance of race if 
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What would you change 
about the Observer? 


“More interactive 
components.” 
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way it is.” 


“More personal stories 
about students.” 
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By KELLy SCHWING 


News Editor 

Awise frog once said, “It’s not 
easy being green,” and although I 
can’t relate to Kermit the Frog’s 
plight, I can say for myself it’s 
not easy having an invisible ill- 
ness. 

Some may ask what that 
means, and that’s why the news 
editor is writing an opinion piece 
this week. 

During the last staff meeting, 
Kim Whiting, editor-in-chief of 
the Observer, sat across from me 
as we spoke about the lack of 
verbage handed to able-bodied 
people to converse with those of 
us not afforded the luxury. 

I was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis (MS) in May 2013. MS 
is a chronic neurological disease 
that affects the myelin in the ner- 
vous system. For those of you that 
have taken a psychology course 
here or back in high school, you 
may remember that the myelin 
are the protective coating around 
the pathways in the brain and spi- 
nal cord. MS deteriorates the my- 
elin and causes the neurons that 
transmit signals in your nervous 


Opinion 
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system to misfire. 

To put it into simpler, more 
relatable terms: Imagine driving 
on the highway. The highway 
represents the pathways in your 
nervous system, your car is the 
signal to be sent and the driving 
conditions represent your health. 
You would like to take the next 
exit, which just happens to be 
an overpass. Depending on how 
poor the driving conditions are, 
you might end up missing the 
exit or getting on and having the 
overpass fall right out from un- 
derneath you. 

Either way, you’re not in the 
best shape for getting to your des- 
tination. 

On most days I look and act 
like any other 20-something col- 
lege student. I take five classes, I 
work three jobs, I love going out 
with my friends and taking self- 
ies with my dog. I look healthy 
for the most part, which is what 
makes my MS an “invisible” 
disease. While people see me as 
healthy, they don’t know I also 
just happen to be a self-pro- 
claimed “walking pharmacy,” 
with seven different medical spe- 


cialists and at least four appoint- 
ments every month. 

Then there are the days when 
my disease isn’t invisible. 

Trust me, it’s awkward for me 
to walk around when I have my 
cane. I get a lot of weird looks 
from people whose minds I can’t 
read but whose faces scream, 
“What’s wrong with her?” 

While speaking to Kim, she 
mentioned that it comes from 
a good place when people ask 
questions, even if they do hurt to 
answer. 

My least favorite is, “What 
happened?” 

I usually follow this up with, 
“Tt’s just my health acting up,” 
because it’s not like I fell and hurt 
my ankle or sprained something. 
My body is just deciding that it 
doesn’t want to function prop- 
erly. This is something I’m cur- 
rently riding out for an unknown 
amount of time. 

Of course the hardest thing to 
hear is, “Get better soon.” 

I know this is the most am- 
biguous, well intentioned thing a 
person can say to another, but it’s 
hard to hear when it’s not an op- 
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MS: living on both sides of the coin 


tion. Yes, I can lose the cane in a 
few days. The damage, however, 
going on in my brain and spinal 
cord is permanent and intermit- 
tently ongoing. 

With the stress of finals and 
work, I recently had to miss 
some school, use my cane and 
have some tests done. Coming to 
campus with my cane is always 
a nerve-wracking experience. As 
a someone who doesn’t broadcast 
my condition, I just know some- 
one is bound to ask questions, 
which is not worth the anxiety 
because it could potentially make 
my condition worse. 

Of course everyone wants to 
say, “Just don’t think about it ... 
It doesn’t matter what other peo- 
ple think.” 

This is easier said than done. 
I’ve gone to school with break- 
outs, a rip in the crotch of my 
jeans and without makeup. I re- 
ally don’t care in that way, this 
is another thing entirely to over- 
come. 

I can’t speak for all of the 
invisible illness fighters in the 
world, or even on campus, but I 
can speak for myself. When you 


see someone with a cane, a walk- 
er or a wheelchair, don’t stare. 

Hi, human being here just try- 
ing to go about my day. 

Also, don’t be so quick to 
make an assumption that some- 
thing “happened.” Instead of 
demanding answers about a pos- 
sibly traumatic event, how about 
asking someone how they’re feel- 
ing? 

Even if they’re using the assis- 
tance because of a car accident, a 
skiing incident or they fell down 
the stairs, how about you just ask, 
“How do you feel?” instead of, 
“What happened?” 

How about, only if you mean 
it, “I’m here if you need any- 
thing,” instead of the command, 
“Feel better.” 

One day I’m the tall brunette 
and the next I’m the cripple 
who’s faking it. People can hol- 
ler all they want about the world 
becoming too politically correct, 
but step into the shoes of some- 
one who lives both sides of the 
coin. 

For more information on MS 
visit www.nationalmssociety.org. 


Students unsastified with Jitters 


By JAKE SOROGHAN 
Correspondent 


Lets lower the cost 
and expand the cafe 


NECC is a community col- 
lege, and therefore does not al- 
ways have the same amenities 
that a four-year institution has. It 
makes sense the tuition is less, so 
obviously not as much can be of- 
fered. There are less sports teams, 
the athletic complex is smaller, 
there are no dormitories and on 
the whole there are less events 
around campus. 

This is all to be expected; stu- 
dents know the situation coming 
in. Even with these expecta- 
tions, though, there’s one issue 
on campus that seems to irritate 
practically all students: the food 
situation. On campus, outside of 
vending machines, there are only 
two places to get food. The first is 
the One-Stop Center’s bookstore, 
which is essentially a mini-mart. 
With various snacks, drinks and 
microwaveable sandwiches, it 
serves its purposes as a way to get 
quick food cheaply. 

On the other side of campus, 
there is what is supposed to be the 
school’s “cafeteria,” but calling it 


a cafeteria probably gives it too 
much credit. Run by NexDine 
and located in the Spurk building, 
this poorly-run café has little in 
the way of options and is exces- 
sive on the prices. The options 
for substantive meals come down 
to pre-made sandwiches in plas- 
tic containers and often old Papa 
Gino’s pizza, if pizza can even be 
considered substantive. 

Andrew Wooster, an English 
major, said he’s tired of paying so 
much for the poor-quality food. 
“The sandwiches are old and 
skimpy, the pizza is $2.50 for a 
slice and besides that there ain’t 
anything else to eat. There’s al- 
ways two or three employees in 
there and they do nothing but sit 
around all day.” 

Dissatisfaction is a common 
theme among students. Ernie 
Ewusi, a Radiology major, said 
he no longer gets any food at 
NECC. He either brings his own, 
or if he’s in the mood, orders out. 

“Tt just doesn’t make sense to 
get food here,” he said. “The only 
thing they have going for them is 
convenience, and even the vend- 
ing machines are expensive.” 

This is the root of the prob- 
lem; due to its convenience, stu- 


dents are often compelled to buy 
the overpriced food here because 
they don’t have the time or gas 
money to leave campus to get 
food and come back for their next 
class. 

Erik Goulet, a Physical Ther- 
apy major, says that’s a problem 
for him every day he forgets to 
bring food from home, or there is 
no food at home. 

“Tf I can’t pack a lunch for my- 
self on a given day, I have to go 
hungry for the whole day. I don’t 
have enough money to get the ex- 
pensive food at the café, and am 
always short on gas, so driving 
somewhere isn’t an option.” 

Expanding the cafeteria to in- 
clude a wider array of hot food 
options would solve a few of the 
current problems. 

One, it would simply give 
students more filling and healthy 
options. Secondly, if the cafeteria 
was making its own hot food, the 
prices would go down. 

When nothing but pre-pack- 
aged sandwiches and pizza are 
sold, the prices have to be more 
expensive because a middleman 
is involved. 

When food is made on site, 
there is no middleman and there- 
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Jitters is located in the Spurk Building, C109. 


fore prices go down. NexDine 
either needs to increase the qual- 
ity of their services or NECC ad- 


ministration need to find another 
company who can address the 
need of the students to fill that 
role. 


Contemporary Affairs on terrorism 


By RAcHEL ROZAVSKY 


Opinions Epiror 

On Nov. 25, the Contempo- 
rary Affairs Club met in C110 to 
discuss terrorism. Contemporary 
Affairs is a student organization 
that seeks to inform people about 
current events, history, politics 
and contemporary thinking. Ste- 


phen Russell is the faculty advis- 
er of the club as well as a history 
professor here at NECC. 

Russell showed the group a 
video on empathy, which talked 
about understanding other peo- 
ple’s cultures and how they think 
differently than we do. I found 
the video to be very interesting. 


It made me see the world differ- 
ently. 

“The video shows how people 
... not only think differently than 
us but (helps us) understand why 
they think that way. We don’t 
have to agree, though,” Russell 
said. 

Samson Racioppi is also part 


of the Contemporary Affairs club. 

“This is by far my favorite 
club. This was the first meeting 
that wasn’t much of a debate,” 
Racioppi said. “The video puts 
you in their shoes, which helps 
you understand why they do what 
they do.” 

It saddens me that there is so 


much hatred in our world today 
but when I watched the video, it 
sort of helped me understand that 
while other cultures are differ- 
ent from ours, that doesn’t make 
them “abnormal” or “deviant.” 
We should refrain from judging 
or making assumptions about 
other people. 
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Open 


allows for 
conversation 


By Kim Waitinc Ann Jowr MEI 
Editor-in-Chief and Copy Editor 


About 50 students, faculty and 
staff attended the “Academy Meet 
and Greet” on Dec. 2 in the Hart- 
leb Technology Center. The event 
was held in response to questions 
and concerns raised regarding the 
appropriateness of the training 
activities recently taking place 
on campus, especially since the 
addition of the Essex County 
Sheriff's Department. A casual 
lunch of pizza and bottled water 
from 11:30 - noon gave attendees 
a chance to meet and interact with 
each other outside of the usual 
structured setting. 

After a brief introduction by 
NECC President Lane .Glenn, a 
speech was given by NECC Po- 
lice Academy Director Tommy 
Fleming, followed by a speech 
from Mike McAuliffe, the direc- 
tor of the Essex County Sheriff's 
Department Academy. A current 
student officer and a recent grad- 
uate of the Academy, Claudia 


orum 


Maldonado, also spoke about her 
experiences. 

“T couldn’t be more blessed,” 
she said about her time in train- 
ing. 

At the conclusion of the speech- 
es, the audience asked several 
questions that covered a range of 
topics from racial tolerance and 
affirmative action to the role that 
the academies would play in the 
event of a campus emergency to 
specific questions regarding the 
curriculum and exam process. 

With regards to student and 
faculty concerns about the Acad- 
emy causing possible disruptions 
on the campus, Glenn said that 
prior incidents, such as the “finger 
gun” drill on the C lobby stair- 
well, were a learning experience 
and part of the adjustment period. 

“Those things won’t happen 
again,” he said. 

The academy directors con- 
cluded by declaring their commit- 


ea 


I couldn’t be more blessed. 
- Claudia Maldonado 
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Peter Flynn wears his Work to Rule shirt in support of the 


MCCC. 


ews 


ment to transparency. Interested 
students are invited to sit in on 
classes or discuss the curriculum 
with the directors and McAuliffe 
expressed his willingness to ar- 
range a tour of the Middleton jail 
for anyone who would like to go 
and even offered to arrange trans- 
portation. 

Glenn’s speech centered 
around the logic of using com- 
munity college campuses for the 
training of police officers. He 
said that he was contacted by the 
Methuen chief of police regard- 
ing the lack of space available in 
which to train police officers in 
Massachusetts, and a plan was 
created to bring in the first class 
of student officers last year. This 
relationship opened the door for 
another agreement to be reached 
with the Essex County Sheriffs 
Department this semester. 

Post 9/11, said Glenn, the in- 
crease in desired security led to 
the addition of many more op- 
tions in the field of criminal jus- 
tice which Glenn would like to 
see offered at NECC. Currently, 
in Massachusetts, police officers 
are not required to have a college 
degree. The requirements include 
a high school diploma, academy 
training and sometimes a civil 
service exam. 

But according to Glenn, stu- 


This “celebration of solidari- 
ty” comes after months of failed 
negotiations and passive protests 
by the faculty, including informa- 
tional pickets and the implemen- 
tation of “work to rule,” which 
restricts the faculty to performing 
only those duties specifically re- 
quired by their contract. Recent- 
ly, flyers were distributed by the 
union asking students to show 
their support for a favorable res- 
olution by calling or emailing 
NECC President Dr. Lane Glenn. 

Glenn said that he has re- 
ceived a few calls and emails 
but went on to say that he is not 
directly involved in the negoti- 
ations and that he already fully 
supports the faculty’s position. 
“The faculty and_ professional 
staff in Massachusetts are under- 
paid, as compared to the state uni- 
versities and UMass, and as com- 
pared to faculty and professional 
staff in other states,” Glenn said. 

Delays to this new contract ex- 
ist both in the financial proposal 
and some changes desired in the 
language of the contract from 
both sides. according to Glenn. 
Though he was not able to discuss 
the actual details of the contract 
since the negotiations are ongo- 
ing, he said, “This is the first time 
in many years, I think at least 15 
years, that there have been any 
substantive changes suggested to 
this contract, so that’s one of the 
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President Lane Glenn and Michael McAuliffe address concerns about trainees on campus. 
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I feel a little better about it. 
- Katie Formosi 
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dent officers who have access to 
higher education are more like- 
ly to take advantage of it which 
would, by definition, lead to bet- 
ter trained officers in the field. 
Glenn discussed a proposal for a 
future plan that involves building 
a 100,000 square foot structure in 
Lawrence to house future classes 
of the NECC Training Academies 
and public safety training. The 
building would be shared with 
the Lawrence Police Department, 
but the project needs $70 million 
project in funding and is in the 
early stages of planning. 

Students and faculty expressed 
varied reactions to the Meet and 
Greet. Some felt that the school 
had addressed most of their con- 
cerns, while others still felt that 
there were questions left unan- 
swered. 

“T think, in general, I feel a little 
better about it,” said student Katie 
Formosi. “From a club president 


Union contract cont. d 


reasons ... (for the delay). And 
there’s a new administration in 
the state. The last two times were 
under Deval Patrick, and he just 
rolled salary increases forward.” 

In addition to fair wages, the 
flyer distributed by the MCCC 
stated that the union members are 
fighting for a contract that “pro- 
tects [their] academic freedom 
rights.” Dictionary.com broad- 
ly defines academic freedom as 
“The right of teachers and stu- 
dents to express their ideas in the 
classroom or in writing, free from 
political, religious or institution- 
al restrictions, even if these ideas 
are unpopular.” This could in- 
clude any sort of intrusion by the 
government including censoring 
a teacher’s curriculum, the imple- 
mentation of standardized testing, 
discontinuation of funding for 
controversial groups or research 
and a variety of other interferenc- 


es. Glenn said he is unaware of 


anything in the proposed contract 
that threatens the academic free- 
dom of the professors and that no 
standardized testing or disruption 
to the curriculum is in any way 
being considered by the state. 

Joe LeBlanc, MCCC pres- 
ident, said that the flyer refers 
to “...a possible threat from 
management's student learning 
outcomes proposal,” but that 
the threat is not specific, and 
he was not able to elaborate. 
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point of view, I wish they’d given 
a heads up about taking over Lee- 
ture Hall A. On the other hand, 
they did say they were learning 
from complaints.” 
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Suggestions? 
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He does not feel that any prog- 
ress has been made towards res- 
olution of the contract and said 
that the state’s financial offer has 
stubbornly remained at the ini- 
tially proposed 2 percent raise 
in year one, 2.5 percent raise in 
year two and 2.5 percent raise in 
year three, which is a rate signifi- 
cantly lower than those employed 
in similar higher education 
sitions at the state univers’ 
whose contracts were negotiated 
under the Patrick administration. 

LeBlanc said in an email in- 
terview that since the implemen- 
tation of work to rule, “many 
college committees are moving 
to adjourn. College governance 
has been negatively affected. 
This will grow worse over time. 
Employee morale will also wors- 

n.” About the chances of the 
contract being settled before 
the start of the Spring semes- 
ter, LeBlanc said that he is “not 
confident, but always hopeful.” 

Glenn said that he planned 
to stop by the tailgate party and 
say hello to the union mem! 
later that day. “I, this college, 
and the other colleges, to the ex- 
tent that I speak for them, want a 
swift resolution to this contract, 
and a fair one, obviously. And 
while we work on it, I think it’s 
important that we are civil and 
collegial to one another and that 
students don’t suffer,” he said. 
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By Kim WaitInc AND Jowi MELI 
Editor-in-Chief and Copy Editor 


About 50 students, faculty and 
staff attended the “Academy Meet 
and Greet” on Dec. 2 in the Hart- 
leb Technology Center. The event 
was held in response to questions 
and concerns raised regarding the 
appropriateness of the training 
activities recently taking place 
on campus, especially since the 
addition of the Essex County 
Sheriff's Department. A casual 
lunch of pizza and bottled water 
from 11:30 - noon gave attendees 
a chance to meet and interact with 
each other outside -of the usual 
structured setting. 

After a brief introduction by 
NECC President Lane Glenn, a 
speech was given by NECC Po- 
lice Academy Director Tommy 
Fleming, followed by a speech 
from Mike McAuliffe, the direc- 
tor of the Essex County Sheriff's 
Department Academy. A current 
student officer and a recent grad- 
uate of the Academy, Claudia 


orum 


Maldonado, also spoke about her 
experiences. 

“T couldn’t be more blessed,” 
she said about her time in train- 
ing. 

At the conclusion of the speech- 
es, the audience asked several 
questions that covered a range of 
topics from racial tolerance and 
affirmative action to the role that 
the academies would play in the 
event of a campus emergency to 
specific questions regarding the 
curriculum and exam process. 

With regards to student and 
faculty concerns about the Acad- 
emy causing possible disruptions 
on the campus, Glenn said that 
prior incidents, such as the “finger 
gun” drill on the C lobby stair- 
well, were a learning experience 
and part of the adjustment period. 

“Those things won’t happen 
again,” he said. 

The academy directors con- 
cluded by declaring their commit- 
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I couldn’t be more blessed. 
- Claudia Maldonado 
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Peter Flynn wears his Work to Rule shirt in support of the 
MCCC. 


ment to transparency. Interested 
students are invited to sit in on 
classes or discuss the curriculum 
with the directors and McAuliffe 
expressed his willingness to ar- 
range a tour of the Middleton jail 
for anyone who would like to go 
and even offered to arrange trans- 
portation. 

Glenn’s speech centered 
around the logic of using com- 
munity college campuses for the 
training of police officers. He 
said that he was contacted by the 
Methuen chief of police regard- 
ing the lack of space available in 
which to train police officers in 
Massachusetts, and a plan was 
created to bring in the first class 
of student officers last year. This 
relationship opened the door for 
another agreement to be reached 
with the Essex County Sheriff's 
Department this semester. 

Post 9/11, said Glenn, the in- 
crease in desired security led to 
the addition of many more op- 
tions in the field of criminal jus- 
tice which Glenn would like to 
see offered at NECC. Currently, 
in Massachusetts, police officers 
are not required to have a college 
degree. The requirements include 
a high school diploma, academy 
training and sometimes a civil 
service exam. 

But according to Glenn, stu- 


By KIM WHITING 
Editor-in-Chief 
is “celebration of soli- 
darity” comes after months of 
failed negotiations and passive 
protests by the faculty, includ- 
ing informational pickets and 
the implementation of “work to 
rule,” which restricts the faculty 
to performing only those duties 
specifically required by their 
contract. Recently, flyers were 
distributed by the union ask- 
ing students to show their sup- 
port for a favorable resolution 
by calling or emailing NECC- 
President Dr. Lane Glenn. 
Glenn said that he has received 
a few calls and emails but went 
on to say that he is not directly 
involved in the negotiations and 
that he already fully supports the 
faculty’s position. “The faculty 
and professional staff in Massa- 
chusetts are underpaid, as com- 
pared to the state universities 
and UMass, and as compared 
to faculty and professional staff 
in other states,” Glenn said. 
Delays to this new contract 
exist both in the financial pro- 
posal and some changes desired 
in the language of the contract 
from both sides, according to 
Glenn. Though he was not able 
to discuss the actual details of 
the contract since the negotia- 
tions are ongoing, he said, “This 
is the first time in many years, 
I think at least 15 years, that 
there have been any substantive 
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I feel a little better about it. 
- Katie Formosi 
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dent officers who have access to 
higher education are more like- 
ly to take advantage of it which 
would, by definition, lead to bet- 
ter trained officers in the field. 
Glenn discussed a proposal for a 
future plan that involves building 
a 100,000 square foot structure in 
Lawrence to house future classes 
of the NECC Training Academies 
and public safety training. The 
building would be shared with 
the Lawrence Police Department, 
but the project needs $70 million 
project in funding and is in the 
early stages of planning. 

Students and faculty expressed 
varied reactions to the Meet and 
Greet. Some felt that the school 
had addressed most of their con- 
cerns, while others still felt that 
there were questions left unan- 
swered. 

“J think, in general, I feel a little 
better about it,” said student Katie 
Formosi. “From a club president 


changes suggested to this con- 
tract, so that’s one of the reasons 
.. (for the delay). And there’s a 
new administration in the state. 
The last two times were un- 
der Deval Patrick, and he just 
rolled salary increases forward.” 

In addition to fair wages, the 
flyer distributed by the MCCC 
stated that the union members are 
fighting for a contract that “pro- 
tects [their] academic freedom 
rights.” Dictionary.com broad- 
ly defines academic freedom as 
“The right of teachers and stu- 
dents to express their ideas in 
the classroom or in writing, free 
from political, religious or insti- 
tutional restrictions, even if these 
ideas are unpopular.” This could 
include any sort of intrusion by 
the government including cen- 
soring a teacher’s curriculum, 
the implementation of standard- 
ized testing, discontinuation of 
funding for controversial groups 
or research and a variety of oth- 
er interferences. Glenn said he 
is unaware of anything in the 
proposed contract that threat- 
ens the academic freedom of 
the professors and that no stan- 
dardized testing or disruption 
to the curriculum is in any way 
being considered by the state. 

Joe LeBlanc, MCCC pres- 
ident, said that the flyer refers 
to “...a possible threat from 
management’s student learning 
outcomes proposal,” but that 
the threat is not specific, and 
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Union contract cont.’d 


he was not able to elaborate. 

He does not feel that any prog- 
ress has been made towards res- 
olution of the contract and said 
that the state’s financial offer has 
stubbornly remained at the ini- 
tially proposed 2 percent raise in 
year one, 2.5 percent raise in year 
two and 2.5 percent raise in year 
three, which is a rate significant- 
ly lower than those employed 
in similar higher education po- 
sitions at the state universities 
whose contracts were negotiated 
under the Patrick administration. 

LeBlanc said in an email in- 
terview that since the implemen- 
tation of work to rule, “many 
college committees are moving 
to adjourn. College governance 
has been negatively affected. 
This will grow worse over time. 
Employee morale will also 
worsen.” About the chances of 
the contract being settled before 
the start of the Spring semes- 
ter, LeBlanc said that he is “not 
confident, but always hopeful.” 

Glenn said that he planned to 
stop by the tailgate party and say 
hello to the union members lat- 
er that day. “I, this college, and 
the other colleges, to the extent 
that I speak for them, want a 
swift resolution to this contract, 
and a fair one, obviously. And 
while we work on it, I think it’s 
important that we are civil and 
collegial to one another and that 
students don’t suffer,” he said. 
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NECC Jazz/Rock Ensemble performs 


Music students show 
off their talents in 


end of year concert 
By Kim Waitinc 
Editor-in-Chief 

Five music students make up 
the NECC Jazz/Rock Ensem- 
ble. Directed by music professor 
Mike Lecuyer, the Ensemble per- 
formed a concert on Thursday, 
Dec. 10 in the auditorium of the 
Hartleb Technology Center. 

“This is the best group I’ve 
ever worked with,” said Lecuyer 
to the two dozen or so audience 
members. “I’ve never seen a 
group work harder and practice 
more and really embrace the spir- 
it that is jazz music.” 

Self-taught musician Ab Tor- 
res has been playing the piano 
since 2011. He favored classical 
music for most of that time, but is 


glad that he was invited into the 
jazz ensemble by the other mu- 
sicians. He plays both the piano 
and the keyboards with the band 
and has really embraced the ex- 
perience. 

The group played nine jazz 
standards and the concert lasted 
about an hour. The group’s final 
song of the evening was “The 
Christmas Song” by Bob Wells 
and Mel Torme, arranged by 
Torres himself for the occasion, 
which the audience thoroughly 
enjoyed. 

Sean Lavigne is a music major 
who has been playing the electric 
guitar for about seven years, but 
he got his start playing the bari- 
tone horn in his high school’s 
marching band. “It’s kind of like 
a mix between a trumpet and a 
tuba,” said Lavigne. 

Drummer and _ percussionist 
Dominic Marraffa said that he al- 


ways had a drum kit since he was 
a kid, but lacked the motivation 
to really learn how to play at first. 
After a life changing event, he 
decided it was time to make some 


“This is my first semester ac- 
tually taking lessons,” said bass 
guitarist Richard Wildes, despite 
his experience playing the bass 
and electric guitar and dabbling 


I’ve never seen a group work harder and 
practice more and really embrace the 
spirit that is jazz music. 

- Mike Lecuyer 


—_—_—__- SO - 


goals and started taking lessons 
about a year ago. 

“I knew I needed goals and 
something to drive towards so 
I started taking lessons and it 
changed my life entirely,” Mar- 
raffa said. “I practice for hours 
every day.” Unfortunately, he ad- 
mits, he had to rent a storage unit 
to practice in. 


Viewers connect to Brian Alves 
“Alternate States of Being” 


Bentley Artspace 
hosted reception for 


local artist 
By Courtney Hanson 
Correspondent 

At 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 
1, Rhode Island artist Brian Alves 
presented his show, titled “Al- 
ternate States of Being.” The art 
exhibit reception was held in the 
Linda Hummel-Shea ArtSpace 
Gallery in the Harold Bentley Li- 
brary on the Haverhill campus. 

For students who missed the 
reception, or are interested in 
viewing the show, the exhibit will 
be on display through Dec. 19. 

With students, friends of the 
artist and art enthusiasts alike, a 
gathering of viewers began ex- 
ploring the show while awaiting 
Alves’s introduction, which be- 
gan around 4 p.m. 

The exhibit consisted of six 


tity, and integrated multiple lay- 
ers such as culture and diversity, 
he encouraged the viewers to 
contemplate their individual take 
on the art. 

“| hadn’t fully understood this 
piece until it was up on the wall, 


said Ariza, describing her take on 
the work titled “Disconnected.” 
“I bring to the table when I 
work in my studio these ideas that 
I’m carrying or observing in soci- 
ety and culture — the disconnect,” 
said Alves, describing the piece. 


I think about certain parts of my work as 


being more of poetry... 


- Brian Alves 


—______________9. 


but somebody came through and 
started talking to me about it and 
they were looking at it in a very 
formal way. 

He asked ‘What does this 
mean?’, and I said, ‘Well, what do 
you think it means?’, and that’s 
the best question, I think, an artist 
can ask because that’s what we 
want the audience to do... not 
just to admire but to have ques- 


I bring to the table when | work in my studio 


these ideas that I’m carrying or observing.. 
- Brian Alves 


——_—________95. 


separate works, spread out and ar- 
ranged throughout the ArtSpace. 
‘In an informal Q&A type of 
introduction to his works, Alves 
described his art, his background 
as an artist, the themes and ele- 
ments which encompassed the 
show, and what inspired him to 
create. All the while, Alves en- 
couraged the audience to partic- 
ipate, to ask questions, and share 
ir thoughts on his work. 
| admire your honesty in an- 
‘ing questions,” said viewer 
zea Olson to Alves. “I don’t 
if that’s always common 
artists, so I really appreciate 


that.” 
While Alves’s work revolved 
largely around the theme of iden- 


tions about it and to think about 
it,” said Alves. 

Many viewers felt connections 
to Alves’s work but for a myriad 
of reasons. 

Some simply appreciated the 
aesthetic of the work, some iden- 
tified with the work because of its 
emotional expression, and some 
could relate to the societal and 
cultural implications which were 
felt. 

For business major Erica Ari- 
za, the aspects of society and ra- 
cial separation were most prom- 
inently represented in Alves’s 
work. 

“He’s mixing current events 
with what happened in the past,” 


“In this, | was sort of project- 
ing a disparity between black and 
white neighborhood. There was 
clear separation in terms of mi- 
nority and the white population, 
and it’s disconcerting to me that 
this happens.” 

Because of the “varied emo- 
tional aspects” which were ex- 
pressed, Art and Psychology 
major Helen Shiepe felt strong- 
ly connected to several different 
pieces in the exhibit, particularly 

a work titled “Bipolar.” This 
mixed-media piece included var- 
ious depictions of the faces of 
wolves. 

During his introduction, Alves 
described how the meaning of his 
work could be found both through 
his implications as well as the 
viewer’s own interpretations. 

“TI think about certain parts of 
my work as being more of poetry 
and that there’s meaning that I’m 
trying to convey but some of the 
underlying stuff that my viewer 
gets out of it is really what they 
bring to it— the connections they 
try to draw from it,” he said. 

For individuals interested in 
connecting to or trying to inter- 
pret Alves’s work for themselves, 
the ArtSpace gallery is open 
Monday through Thursday from 
2 to 9 p.m., Fridays from 2 to 4 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 to 1 
p.m. The exhibit will be on dis- 
play through Dec. 19. 


with other instruments for about 
five years. He thinks the music 
department is really good and is 
surprised by how much he is get- 
ting out of it. 

“Especially when you get to 
play with a bunch of nice young 
lads like these,” he joked. 

The second drummer/per- 
cussionist in the group is Micah 


Puello, who said that he’s dab- 
bled with drums, guitar and the 
piano but was mostly self-taught 
until coming to NECC. 

“I’ve been playing with these 
guys and I’ve learned a substan- 
tial amount more,” he said, “and 
I’ve been turned on to the genre 
of jazz, which I’m really happy 
about, because it’s some great 
music.” 

Lavigne said that his favor- 
ite part about being in the music 
department is meeting great mu- 
sicians. “I’m in a band now with 
these guys, and that would have 
never happened if it wasn’t for 
this jazz ensemble.” 

“One of the best ways to learn, 
I’ve found, is to surround your- 
self with people that are better 
than you. So I’ve accomplished 
that,” Wildes laughed, “and it has 
helped me significantly.” 


Fair held to showcase 
student artwork 


Students display 
artwork at sculpture 


fair 
By ALyssA TORRES 
Correspondent 

Students in the Sculpture | 
elective course displayed their 
art in the Spurk lobby Thursday, 
Dec. 10 from noon to 5 p.m. Stu- 
dents were there to engage with 
others and describe the art they 
created this semester. 

Student J. Saul Joubert said he 
enjoyed the class because it gave 
him the opportunity to display his 
artistic and creative side. “It chal- 
lenged us to use three materials in 
one.” 

Professor Dianne Pappas cen- 
tered the course on the materials 
plaster, wood and metal. These 
materials could be mixed for 
some of the projects and limited 


for others. 

The diverse sculptures at the 
fair featured three themes: multi- 
ples, legacy and failure. 

Another member of the class, 
Natasha Sorenson, displayed her 
“legacy” sculpture that took quite 
a bit of time to create. She made a 
large turtle out of plaster, crafting 
the shell out of wooden shingles 
that were cut and pieced together. 

“The first project was real- 
ly hard because we couldn’t use 
glue,” Sorenson said. 

The concept of the projects 
and the nature of the materials 
was a challenge for the students. 
This struggle forced the students 
to really think and make choices 
that would further their creativity. 

This is the first semester this 
course was offered at NECC. 
Sculpture I is a second level 
course in three-dimensional foun- 
dations also taught by Pappas 


Dance club recital held at 


Pentucket High School 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 


Dancers from NECC take the stage for the fall semester 


dance recital. 
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Seasonal celebration a success 


Arts and crafts, 
seasonal treats and 


Santa fun for all 


By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 
The annual Seasonal Celebra- 
tion was held on the Haverhill 
campus on Wednesday, Dec. 9. 
The Seasonal Celebration is a 
get-together to commemorate the 
different holidays that happen in 
the month of December such as 
Christmas, Hanukkah and K wan- 
zaa. The festivities are enjoyed 


is hot chocolate made into a kit. 
The children take a scoop of hot 
chocolate mix and a few marsh- 
mallows along with a candy cane 
for stirring. 

Miller said, “I enjoyed helping 
the kids creating a hot chocolate 
kit and calling it snowman soup.” 

The children at the event were 
a big fan of Miller, as he was 
wearing a onesie pajama set that 
featured Christmas decorations 
all over it. He wore the pajamas to 
entertain the kids as he was play- 
ing Santa’s elf “Dandy Cane.” 

Another project that the chil- 


and directions on how to feed the 
reindeer. 

Grant Bellino, a Philosophy 
major, helped with the reindeer 
food. “I love the way the kids 
get to whisper their wish into the 
reindeer food before they sealed 
it up,” he said. 

Bellino also had children 
loving him because of his ugly 
Christmas sweater. They seemed 
to flock to his project to see what 
it was all about. One of the par- 
ents commented that his was the 
best outfit, very festive and the 
nicest ugly Christmas sweater she 


by many of the has seen. 

faculty, staff, The decorat- 

students and C C ing of gingerbread 

their children. : : cookies was a big 
Seemwok I love the way the kids get to whisper sat aarti? eka: 


unteers helped 
out at the event 
from the base- 
ball team, the 
Student Senate 
and faculty from 
the Student Engagement Center. 
The baseball team helped out 
with decorating cookies and the 
senate helped out with some of 
the crafts. 

Nate Miller, a theater major, 
worked with the kids making the 
“snowman soup.” Snowman soup 


their wish inside the bag. 
- Grant Bellino 


5 


dren enjoyed taking part in was 
creating reindeer food for Santa’s 
reindeer on Christmas Eve. The 
children added a third of a cup of 
oats to three teaspoons of red and 
green glitter. The children then 
had to whisper a wish into the bag 
before they sealed it with a ribbon 
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dren. They got to 
choose between 
different frostings 
and _ decorations. 
One student had the 
idea of turning the 
gingerbread man upside down 
and turning it into Rudolph cook- 
ies. 

A big surprise for the kids was 
Santa Claus being there and pass- 
ing out small gift bags and taking 
free pictures with Santa made it 
a point to tell the children “to re- 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Student Senate members helping out with the pictures of 


Santa. 


member he is watching them all 
year long and they need to be- 
have.” 

The food was a big hit with 
the adults as they served roast 
pork, mashed potatoes and gravy, 
along with other snacks such as 
pastelitos and chips and dip. They 
served eggnog and sherbet punch 
to drink, which initially made Ari 
Chicklis, the assistant coordi- 


nator of the student engagement 
center, a little anxious. 

Chicklis said, “I was nervous 
we would have a left over abun- 
dance of eggnog, but it was a hit 
and was all gone.” 

Stay tuned for the many events 
that will be happening in the up- 
coming semester put on by the 
Student Engagement Center. 


hoo s by Chad Gorham 
Students are volunteering at the event to lend an extra han to the Stu 


net Engagement Department. 
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PACE hosts aquarium. field trip 


Students take a trip 
to the New England 


Aquarium 
By Sarau Tiso 
Features Editor 

On Dec. 3, PACE traveled to 
downtown Boston for an educa- 
tional trip to the New England 
Aquarium. Normally, PACE 


takes field trips to four-year col- 
leges and universities. 

“They provide students with 
an opportunity to visit area col- 
leges in person, take campus 


tours, attend information ses- 
sions, and meet with university 
staff to review their transfer cred- 
its,” says Kristen Arnold, PACE 
coordinator. 

On these trips, PACE students 
often have “Mentor Meet-Ups”, 
where PACE alumni meet up 
with the group to talk about their 
transfer process and share their 
transfer words of wisdom. 

PACE also takes cultural trips, 
like the trip to the New England 
Aquarium. “The purpose of the 
cultural trips is to provide an op- 
portunity for our students to learn 


Photo by Sarah Tiso 


Baby stingrays racing in the petting pond. 


about and enjoy our local sites of 
interest,” says Arnold. 

The transportation and costs 
of going to these places can get 
expensive, so students have the 
chance through PACE to take 
trips that normally wouldn’t be 
available to them. 

The Aquarium has a central 
tank with all different types of 
fish, sharks, turtles and other sea 
creatures. As you walk the spiral 
walkway, each floor leads to a 
different exhibit. 

By the time you reach the top, 
divers are in the tank, cleaning, 
feeding or getting live action feed 
for the television screens on the 
outer walls of the Aquarium. 

The spot to be is the stingray 
petting pond. Two aquarium em- 
ployees explain how to let the 
stingrays come to you, instruct- 
ing you to lay your hands flat. 
The baby stingrays surprisingly 
knew exactly how to sit in place 
and let you pet them. 

Anew addition to the aquarium 
is the virtual turtle hospital, ac- 
companied by jellyfish displays. 
These two floors in conjunction 
infatuate children while being in- 
credibly educational. Individuals 
learn how to feed a turtle, what 
the turtle’s heartbeat sounds like 
in cold and warm temperatures, 
and observe jellyfish along the 
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A giant stingray on the third floor of the tank. 


way. 21-year-old Stephanie Dele- 
on, Communications major, says, 
“My favorite part is definitely the 
massive turtle and the sea lions. I 
really want to hug one, they were 
so cute.” 

New technology is present as 
you walk up each floor for ev- 
ery creature. Sound stations with 
headphones are set up for people 
to listen to the sounds of the deep, 
like humpback whales, hammer- 
heads or surface dwellers like 
emperor penguins, for example. 

The top of the tank is open- 
faced, with touch screens full of 
information for each creature. 

“I learned that a horseshoe 


crab sheds their shell several 
times during its first year, and 
then like once a year after its third 
or fourth year,” says Deleon. 

The electric eel had a sensor 
where you could tell if the eel 
was tracking, killing or eating its 
prey. Some of Arnold’s favorite 
trips with PACE include the Para- 
normal Tour in Salem, visiting 
WBZ Studios in Boston, and lob- 
ster boating in Maine. 

“We’re so lucky to live in this 
area, because history and culture 
is all around us. PACE provides 
an opportunity for our students to 
get out there and experience it,” 
says Arnold. 


Phi Theta Kappa community outreach 


Community focused 
honors society 


values giving back 
By Sarau Tiso 
Features Editor 

The feeling of outreach and 
community in Phi Theta Kappa, 
or PTK, is drawing more interest 
from students. PTK is the largest 
honor society in American higher 
education. 

PTK’s website states that the 
society traces its beginnings to 
“a society that originated with 
six charter members under the 
name of Kappa Phi Omicron at 
Stephens College in Columbia, 
Missouri, in 1910. The name Phi 
Theta Kappa was chosen, and the 


Society was incorporated in Mis- 
souri as a national organization.” 

PTK Faculty Adviser Andrew 
Morse said, “It offers a variety 
of scholarships and awards for 


dents, so that they can learn how 
to avoid student loans.” 

This semester, PTK has been 
raising money for the Salem Ani- 
mal Rescue League. On Monday, 


ee We also sponsor scholarship forums for 


all NECC students, so that they 
learn how to avoid student loans. 
- Samson Racioppi 


its members. PTK membership 
is noted on the NECC transcripts. 
Many four-year schools in Mas- 
sachusetts offer PTK members a 
transfer scholarship when they 
apply. We also sponsor scholar- 
ship forums for all NECC stu- 


Dec. 14, PTK had a bake sale to 
benefit the organization. A stu- 
dent donated a few dollars and 
instantly asked about becoming 
apart of the honors society be- 
cause of the fundraiser. 

“We don’t sit around and talk 


about how smart we are because 
we are honors students, we talk 
about organizations and local 
community related topics that we 
can help with,” said Samson Ra- 
cioppi, PTK Member. Racioppi is 
also involved in Student Senate, 
Cultural Affairs, and other clubs 
on campus. 

According to the society’s 
website, Phi Theta Kappa’s mis- 
sion is two-fold. “Recognize and 
encourage the academic achieve- 
ment of two-year college students 
and, and to provide opportunities 
for individual growth and devel- 
opment through participation in 
honors, leadership, service and 
fellowship programming.” 

Racioppi said, “I enjoy work- 
ing with people, and being in 


PTK has given me an opportuni- 
ty to interact with students that I 
wouldn’t normally be able to.” 

PTK gives students a chance 
to volunteer, but they also have 
a Facebook Page, where PTK 
members can join a cohort and 
gain more knowledge about lead- 
ership skills and communication 
in everyday life. PTKs next Lead- 
ership Development Study Group 
on Facebook begins Jan. 28. 

Racioppi said, “PTK also 
helps out with scholarships and 
looks great on your transcript. 
PTK and other clubs like it put 
emphasis on volunteering and 
service. I have never officially 
volunteered prior to this semes- 
ter, and now I’m going out of my 
way to volunteer.” 


A voice of literature, Elle Yarborough 


Mother lives the 
teaching dream and 


does it with class 
By Racuet Rozavsky 
Opinions Editor 

Elle Yarborough, who is a 
full-time professor of the English 
Department at NECC, didn’t go 
to college with the mindset of 
becoming a teacher. While Elle 
was finishing up her master’s 
in English and participating in 
Community Outreach, one of the 
faculty members came to her with 
an opportunity. 


“T was told one of the teach- 
ers quit ... and (was asked if) I 
would be interested in working 
in her place for the next week or 
two while the school tried to find 
a replacement,” Yarborough says. 

Because of her decision to 
work those two weeks, Yarbor- 
ough was able to find her passion 
for teaching. 

She has now been working as 
an English Professor at Northern 
Essex for five years. She teaches 
English Comp I & II, Art of the 
Movies and American Literature 
I& I. 

“One thing I love about teach- 


ing is seeing a different perspec- 
tive of others from their writing,” 


Yarborough 
says. ; = ; 
In Yarbor- One thing I love about teaching is 


ough’s Art of the 
Movies course, 
her sincerity and 
passion make 
class discus- 
sion on different 
types of movies brilliantly moti- 
vating. 

“One of the assignments we 
had to do was create a short film 
under 90 seconds on a topic that 
was found in the movie ‘To Kill 


a Mockingbird.’ Our group had 
a hard time trying to contribute 


seeing a different perspective of others 


through their writing. 
- Elle Yarborough 


to the group, so when we asked 
Elle what we should do next, she 
was able to come up with a solu- 
tion,” says Sarah Smith, a student 
in Yarborough’s Art of Movies 
class. 


Yarborough has two sons who 
are under the age of six. “One 
of the hardest parts is 
balancing family, child 
care and working. 

My husband ‘travels 
which leads me to be 
a single mom for 2-3 
weeks a month,” says 
Yarborough. Despite 
this stress, she man- 
ages to come into class each day 
with a positive attitude. 

Ellison Pena, who is also tak- 
ing a course with Elle, says, “She 
is always in a good mood, which 
is something I really enjoy.” 
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If you’re looking for 
an effective way to 
study, try a couple 
hours each night 


with breaks instead 


By Carty CoLomBo 
Correspondent 

NECC students are finding 
themselves under crippling stress 
during these last few weeks in 
the semester, which leads them 
to cram. Cramming is defined 
by Wikipedia as “a widely used 
study skill performed in prepa- 
ration for an examination or as- 
sessment. Most common among 
college-aged students, cramming 
is used as a means of memorizing 
large amounts of information in a 
short amount of time.” 

Between finals and end of the 
term assignments, students have 


to scramble to finish strong. 

“My stress levels tend to go 
higher around this time of school 
year,” says NECC student Gabri- 
ela Hernandez. 

Many students are spending 
these weeks cramming late at 
night, drinking more caffeinated 
beverages, consuming more sug- 
ary snacks and doing whatever 
they can to stay awake to study. 

“At the same time as finals I 
have to register for classes and 
apply to schools to transfer too,” 
says NECC student Tracy Muka- 
mi. 

“In a typical day I’m piled 
with homework, studying for fi- 
nals, doing a final project and 
looking at or compiling stuff for 
another college and trying to ap- 
ply there.” 

Luis Mendoza, an NECC stu- 
dent, said “Everything’s so hectic 
I hardly remember what sleep is 
anymore.” 


Everything’s so hectic I hardly remember 


what sleep is anymore. 
- Luis Mendoza 


The last y weeks before fi- 


nals can take a toll on a student’s 
mental health. More students are 
trying to “cram” all the materi- 
al in one night or a selection of 
nights. 

Practices associated with 
cramming — such as losing sleep 
and consuming more sugary 
snacks — can not only hurt your 
mental and physical health, but 
also make you less able to retain 
information. 

Studying for a couple hours 
each night with breaks in between 
is the smartest way to go about 
working with a lot of material. 
It is also important to continue 
practicing self-care, even when 
more time is needed to devote to 
school. NECC student Gabriela 
Hernandez mentioned her study 
tips for staying focused and on 
top of assignments towards the 
end of the semester. 

“T found that over-studying can 
actually make it more difficult to 
retain information and learn ma- 
terial. So I try taking breaks in 
between studying. I usually study 
30-40 minutes and then take a 10 
minute break. I also try to dedi- 
cate the weekdays studying and 
during the weekends forget about 
school so I can relax mentally.” 

It is also important to get plen- 
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Cramming is bad for your health 


our transcripts 


I found that over-studying can actually 
make it more difficult to learn material. 
- Gabriela Hernandez 


ty of rest. Students should be get- 
ting full nights of sleep to keep 
focused. It is also effective to stay 
hydrated and eat healthy to avoid 
long term stress. 

Eating sugary foods can in- 
terrupt concentration and in the 
long-term add to stress. Christine 
Chung, UW-Madison student and 
UHS communications specialist, 
listed quick ways to help reduce 
stress short-term on the universi- 
ty’s health services website. such 
as watching a funny YouTube 
video and sharing it with a friend. 
There are also coping skills such 
as doing stretches at your desk, 
going for a short. brisk walk and 
even practicing breathing exer- 
cises, Chung wrote. 

It is important not to let this 
time get the best of us. Cramming 
and staying up studying for long 
hours hurts our health and ruins 
our ability to retain important in- 
formation. 


Love letters? 
Suggestions? 
Unpopular opinions? 
Give us the scoop. 


O00 eee 


978-556-3027 
observer@ 
necc.mass.edu 


Opinion: The real honors experience 
from trials, to troubles, to triumph 


Doing an honors 
project is definitely 
rewarding, but it can 


be a challenge 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Staff Writer 

Considering that I work full 
time, play in a band, write for 
the NECC Observer, take care 
of my elderly mother and take 
classes at NECC, I really had 
no business taking on an Honors 
Project. When Professor Stephen 
Slaner presented the idea in his 
American Government & Politics 
course, not one student respond- 
ed. Knowing that I was a writing 
major, he looked my way with 
a big smile and said, “I bet you 
could do a great project.” 

Just when you start to question 
your very existence on this planet, 
someone has to go and give you 
a huge ego boost. So I agreed to 
write a proposal for my paper and 
declared to Slaner that my topic 
would be way outside the box 
and non-negotiable. Proposals 
were due the very next day. Al- 
though I had worked after school, 
I stayed up late writing it and 
was just about to email my idea 
for “Fueling the Mosh Pit: Heavy 


Just when you start to question your very 
existence on this planet, someone has to go 
and give you a huge ego boost. 


Metal Reflects on the Trauma 
of War” to Honors Coordinator 
Ginger Hurajt when hundreds of 
NECC student’s accounts were 
accidentally deleted. I just sat at 
my desk and cried for a few min- 
utes before realizing that the sink 
was filled with dishes and that I 
had never washed my husband’s 
favorite Slayer shirt, as promised. 

I would be lying if 1 didn’t say 
that I was a bit relieved to have 
missed the deadline. I thought 
“Who do I think I am? I don’t 
have time for extra homework!” 

In light of the technical diffi- 
culties, Hurajt agreed to accept 
late entries. 1 don’t know why I 
was surprised, she’s pretty flex- 
ible when a student’s success is 
involved. 

Inching my way toward grad- 
uation, one course at a time since 
2011, I often wonder why I’m 
even in school at the age of 43. 
Feeling guilty about spending 


time on homework is something 
that I struggle with often. Giv- 
ing up a nine-hour shift because 
I have a research paper to do has 
certainly raised some concern at 
the dinner table. 

My husband asked, “Are you 
getting paid for this project?” 

“No.” I said. “But the profes- 
sor gets $200.” 

“What do you get?” 

“Well, nothing, except for a 
notation on my transcript,” I an- 
swered sadly. 

After careful consideration 
and accepting four extra shifts at 


work, I had decided to drop the 
project. However, before I could 
inform Slaner of my disappoint- 
ing news, | received an email 
from Hurajt, indicating that my 
project proposal had been accept- 
ed and the Honors Committee 
was looking forward to reading it. 

So, once again I found myself 
basking in the encouragement of 
my mentors and figured, “I think 
I can make this work.” But at 
what cost? 

A 10-15 page research paper, 
an additional essay explaining the 
process of the researching of the 
paper, a detailed presentation to 
the class and a giant poster high- 
lighting your main ideas for the 
paper. This seems like a lot of 
work for someone who doesn’t 
work after school. What was I 
thinking? 

As a professional procrastina- 
tor, I’m no stranger to pulling an 


I realize that at the end of the day, 
not all rewards are monetary. 


all-nighter to meet an academic 
deadline. But things started to 
get a little too real when I real- 
ized that I was cutting hair on 
three hours of sleep and I told 
my mother I couldn’t take her 
Christmas shopping. Talk about 
feeling like the worst wife and 
daughter in the world. Surpris- 
ingly, with four days to spare, I 
finally clicked print at 3:00 a.m. 
and as I was putting the already 
wrinkled laundry away, I thought 
to myself, “I can’t believe I wast- 
ed 40 hours on this project and it 
doesn’t even count.” 

The alarm went off way too 
soon and off to class I went. After 
presenting my project to the class, 
I dragged my tri-fold poster to the 
Tech Center for an Honors Poster 
Session, where the projects are 
viewed by members of the Hon- 
ors Committee and other faculty 
and students. I was overwhelmed 
by the encouragement and praise 
offered by all who attended. 

Although I am exhausted from 
the work, the overall experience 
has left me with a profound sense 
of accomplishment. I realize that 
at the end of the day, not all re- 
wards are monetary. Just know- 
ing that people believe in me and 
support my academic adventure 
makes it worth my while. 
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New Hampshire 


native having a good 
season at NECC 


By KyLe BENson 
Sports Editor 

The Knights basketball team 
is off to an undeniably hot start. 
Since NECC is located in Massa- 
chusetts, most of the team is from 
the same state. There is one play- 
er, though, that is from the neigh- 
boring state of New Hampshire. 

Matt Lynch, a Business Ad- 
ministration major from Plais- 
tow, N.H., is in his second year at 
NECC and playing in his second 
season for the basketball team. 
He had not played any organized 
basketball in Mass. until last sea- 
son. 

“I played Varsity Basketball 
at Timberlane Regional High 
School. My senior year (I helped) 
the Owls bring home their first 
win of the season versus Keene 
after starting 0 and 17 ... we also 
put an end to the historic 81 game 
Division I losing streak,” Lynch 
said. 

With the 11-4 start that the 
Knights have worked up to, 
some might call the great record 
surprising or even attribute it to 
luck. That’s not what the Knights 
believe: they expect to win every 
game on the schedule. 

“Not one player on this team is 
surprised by our hot start. We’re 
surprised we’ve even lost. Every 


Mens Locker Room 
Free Weight Rg 


game we have at least three or 
four guys step up to make plays 
and contribute to our winning 
success,” Lynch said. 

“All 12 of us are playing this 
game to add another basketball 
banner to our gymnasium.” 

After the first couple weeks of 
the season, the team had to adapt 
when Assistant Coach Joe Tardif 
stepped into the head coaching 
position. Since Tardif took over, 
the team has not lost a step and 
have garnered a winning record 
in his time so far. 

“Coach Tardif has handled the 


ch helps Knights in big 


“My ultimate goal for school 
and basketball is to graduate from 
NECC on the dean’s list and win 
a championship with my team- 
mates,” Lynch said. 

Lynch is also entertaining the 
idea of transferring to a four-year 
university at the end of the school 
year. He says he will be going to 
Salem State University to play 
basketball for the Vikings. 

Lynch may be moving on af- 
ter the year but he has only good 
things to say about NECC and the 
Knights. 

“My basketball shining mo- 


Not one player on this team is surprised 
by our hot start. We’re surprised we’ve 
even lost. 

- Matt Lynch 


aE anna 


head coach position exceedingly 
well and continues to be a role 
model and great influence in all 
of our lives on and off court,” 
Lynch said. 

Under Tardif, Lynch might 
have played his best game of 
the season on the road against 
Springfield Tech. He hit three 
3-pointers, shot a perfect 5-for-5 
from the field, scored 15 points 
and recorded 5 assists and 2 re- 
bounds. This, all while coming 
off the bench. 


ment has been here at NECC 
developing skills, mental tough- 
ness and building character and 
values which I’ve acquired from 
the coaching staff. It was a tough 
transition into my freshman year 
from playing basketball for a pub- 
lic New Hampshire high school, 
to understanding, learning and 
training for the extremely fast- 
paced game style we run here at 
NECC. Now, as a sophomore, I 
realize it was worth every damn 
second.” 


Photo by Kyle Benson 


Coach Tardif gets his team ready before the game against Southern Maine. 


Knight's star, Bryan Morales, walking back to the bench. 


Photo by Kyle Benson 
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Lynch goes up for a basket. 


season 
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Knights win at 
home vs Southern 
Maine 


NECC defeats 


Southern Maine 
By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 

On Dec. 10, the Knights bas- 
ketball team took on Southern 
Maine Community College at 
home. It was their only home 
game in December. 

The night started with the na- 
tional anthem as usual, but some 
things were different than previ- 
ous home games. Going into the 
game, NECC had a 9-4 record. 
They had become an exciting 
team to watch and people started 
to notice. The stands were more 
full than any home game so far 
this season. 

Another thing that was differ- 
ent was that during the anthem, 
the Knights put their arms around 
each others’ backs and swayed 


back and forth together, a sign of 


togetherness and brotherhood. 
Bryan Morales started the 
game for NECC by scoring a 


3-pointer, and went on to score 
even more points that, by the end 
of the game, would total 25 — the 
team high for the night. 

8 minutes and 30 seconds into 
the game, #10 on Southern Maine 
CC got hit in the nose by an el- 
bow and took the rest of the first 
half off because of the injury. 

At the end of the first half the 
score was 39-30, NECC leading. 

The Knights led the whole 
game up until there was 10 min- 
utes and 30 seconds left in the 
game when they finally got the 
lead and went up on NECC 57- 
56. The Knights went back and 
forth with the lead for the last 5 
minutes up until NECC pulled off 
a beautiful breakaway-turned-in- 
to-a-layup play that all but sealed 
the game. 

The Knights won 81-76. 

The Knights leading scorers 
were Morales with 25 points, 
Dominic Dar with 19, and Jon- 
athan Paulino with 13. NECC 
scored 11-16 free throw attempts. 
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Knights wrap uf 


Basketball team goes 
4-1 in December 


By KYLE BEeNson 
Sports Editor 

In December the NECC Knights 
played 5 games, 4 away and 1 
home. They played Roxbury, Bun- 
ker Hill, Springfield Tech, Southern 
Maine CC and Gateway (Conn). 

On Dec. 1 at Roxbury, the 
Knights won 83-79. Roxbury out- 
scored the Knights in the second 
half, 44-36, but that was not enough 
to reel in the “W.” Knights player 
Kevin Brito scored the most for 
NECC with 18 points. Matt James- 
on and Bryan Morales were close 
behind, both with 13 points. 

Roxbury did top the Knights in 
3-point field goal percentage, with 
30 percent compared to NECC’s 27 
percent. They also beat the Knights 
free throw percentage and made 
more rebounds than the Knights. 

After Roxbury, the team trav- 
eled to Bunker Hill and was hand- 
ed their only loss in December and 
their first road loss of the season. 
Bunker Hill defeated the Knights 
122-102. 

The high scoring game saw 
Knights, Morales score 22 points, 
Dominic Dar with 19, and Jonathan 
Paulino scored 14 points. 

On the other side of the court, 
Bunker Hill players Fredens De- 


Sports 
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December games 


neus and David Stewart scored 21 
and 22 points respectively and both 
made 4 out of 5 of their free throw 
attempts. 

NECC then traveled to Spring- 
field Tech and won 99-64. James- 
on and Matt Lynch shined in this 
game. Jameson scored 16 points 
and Lynch had his best game of the 
season, scoring 15 points and made 
3 out of 5 of his 3-point attempts. 
Each team recorded 38 rebounds. 

When NECC came home af- 
ter their 3 games on the road, they 
faced Southern Maine Community 
College in one of the most exciting 
games of the season. The Knights 
won the really close game 81-76. 

The Knights and Southern 
Maine traded the lead multiple 
times in the second half. Morales 
was once again the star for NECC, 
he scored 25 points and made 7 out 
the 14 3-point attempts. Dar scored 
19 points. 

In the final game of December, 
the Knights traveled to Gateway 
(Conn.) and capped off the month 
with a close 80-72 win. The game 
was in Gateway’s hands after the 
first half, up on NECC 35-25. This 
didn’t stop the Knights though, who 
scored 55 points in the 2nd half to 
get the win. Morales scored 21 


: 5 : 
ee made 100% of his free Photo by Kyle Benson 


The Knights play 10 games in Jonathan Paulino and Matt Jameson get ready to defend their end of the court. 
January, 6 home and 4 away. 


SPRING COURSES START 


JANUARY 20 


AT NECC IN HAVERHILL 


wey 


Pursue a UMass Lowell Degree at NECC in Haverhill 


You can earn Your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration in Haverhill, MA.* 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell courses that will be held at Northern Essex 
Community College in Haverhill this Spring: 


* Criminal Justice Data Analysis 


* Victimology 


¢ Intimate Partner Violence 

* Special Topics in Criminal Justice: 
Sex Offenses and Offenders 

¢ French Revolution and Napoleon 


¢ Financial Institutions 
and Markets 


¢ Human Resources Management 
* Strategic Management 

¢ Sales and Customer Relations 
* Operations Management 


* Psychology and Women 
¢ Health Psychology 
¢ Research II: Statistics 


¢ Seminar: Clinical Psychology - 
Sexual Offenders 


*Students may have the option to complete some required courses online. 


QUESTIONS? 
Call 978-934-2474 


VISIT US ONLINE 
continuinged.umL.edu/haverhill 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title IX, H/V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth. 
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On This Day in History 


A few events that took place on Dec. 16 throughout history: 


1773 - The Boston Tea Party took place. 

1905 - “Variety” covering all phases of show business Ist published 

1913 - Charlie Chaplin began his film career at Keystone for $150 a week 

1922 - Mutual Association of Eastern Colored Baseball Clubs formally orga 
nizes 


Words can run in any direction, including 


diagonal, backwards and upside down 


APPLES 
BOOTS 

BREAK 
CANDLES 
COLD 
CONCERTS 
DECORATIONS 
FAMILY 
FEASTING 
FINALS 


FIREPLACE MITTENS 

FROST NEWYEARS 

FROZEN PARTIES 

HATS PRESENTS porters) 
HEAT SCARVES 

HOLIDAYS SCRAPING 

HOTCHOCOLATE SHOPPING 

ICE SKIING 

ICESKATING SLIDING 

JACKETS SNOWBALLS 


1937 - Theodore Cole and Ralph Roe attempt to escape from the American 
federal prison on Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay; neither is ever 
seen again. 

1940 - Joe Louis KOs Al McCoy in 6 for heavyweight boxing title in Chicago 

1953 - lst White House Press Conference (President Eisenhower & 161 re 


1966 - The Beatles release “Everywhere it’s Christmas” in UK 

1972 - Miami Dolphins become Ist undefeated NFL team (14-0-0) 

1983 - Spokesperson for The Who announces the group is disbanding 

1993 - Shannen Doherty (Brenda) is fired from Beverly Hills 90210 

2000 - Colin Powell was selected to become the first African-American sec 
retary of state. 


Four genres, four holiday movie releases 


By Jow1t MEL 
Copy Editor 

The holiday movie season is here, 
and that means a flood of great (and 
not-so-great) film entertainment for 
your viewing pleasure. I’ve done my 
best to sort the tripe from the treasure, 
hand-picking one film each from four 
different genres — action/adventure, 
animation, comedy and drama — to 
check out on your days off. 


“The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay — Part 2” 
Action/Adventure 

Kak, 

This fourth entry in the “Hunger 
Games” series sees Katniss Everdeen 
(Jennifer Lawrence) take the war for 
Panem to the Capitol itself, gaining 
an opportunity to confront the diabol- 
ical President Snow (Donald Suther- 
land) at last. 

The higher focus on action does 
mean we see less of our favorite 
characters, like unflappable Effie 
Trinket (Elizabeth Banks) and clever 
Plutarch Heavensbee (the late, great 
Philip Seymour Hoffman), but the 
greater focus on Katniss and brain- 
washed beau Peeta Mellark (Josh 
Hutcherson) allow and 
Hutcherson to turn out their deepest 
and most affecting performances as 
these beloved characters. 

Perhaps best of all, this unflinch- 


Lawrence 


ingly grim, mature portrait of war 
— and its willingness to venture into 
tense political territory — 
pull punches for the sake of its target 


doesn’t 


audience, a thing to be savored in this 
era of diminishing returns. 


“The Good Dinosaur” 

Animation 

wk, 

It’s not even in the same strato- 
sphere as “Inside Out,” which came 
out earlier this year, but director Pe- 
ter Sohn’s contribution to the Pixar 
catalog is a good-natured and gor- 
geous little Western. 


The story reverses the roles of 


human and beast, following young 
Apatosaurus Arlo (Raymond Ochoa) 
and caveboy Spot (Jack Bright) as 
they attempt to find their way back 
to the mountain where Arlo’s family 
lives. Along the way, they find ways 
to bridge the communication gap be- 
tween species (Spot, as part of the 
role reversal, is the one lacking lan- 
guage) in the movie’s best tearjerker 
of a scene, and discover they have 
more in common than they might 
have otherwise thought 

The movie’s thin plot and inter- 
mittent exchanges of dialogue might 
make this a bit of a slog for adults in 
the audience, but at least they'll have 
plenty of eye candy to look at in the 


meantime — Pixar renders their most 


stunning, lifelike scenery yet here. 


“The Night Before” 

Comedy 

xk 

You've got to hand it to him: Seth 
Rogen may have played the chubby, 
druggy slacker-dude a few too many 
times in his career, but he hasn’t ex~- 
hausted the laughs he can get with 
his lovable loser character. This time 
around, he’s Isaac Greenberg, the 
oafish BFF to two other goofballs by 
the names of Ethan Miller (Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt) and Chris Roberts 
(Anthony Mackie). 

Ethan lost his parents in a car ac- 
cident fourteen years ago, so to cheer 
him up, his friends created an annual 
Christmas tradition of silly slacker- 
dom: Chinese food. Intentionally bad 
karaoke. The piano at FAO Schwarz 
made famous in Tom Hanks’ “Big.” 
But now, with Roberts taking care 
of a superstar career in the NFL and 
Greenberg with a baby on the way, it 
may be time for Ethan to face the mu- 
sic: his friends are growing up 

Oh, all right, so the premise is un- 
original and the quality of the jokes is 
uneven, but there are too many belly 
laughs here for anyone to care. One 
particular sequence, involving a se- 
ries of explicit photos sent to Rogen 
via text message, had me seeing stars 
and gasping for air. 


Photo courtesy of Lionsgate Films 


Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer Lawrence) reassures Peeta 
Mellark (Josh Hutcherson) with a passionate kiss. 


“Creed” 

Drama 

xkk', 

Who'd have guessed that this de 
facto “Rocky VII” could be not only 
good, but the best in the series since 
John G. Avildsen’s 1976 original? 
Adonis Johnson (Michael B. Jordan) 
quits his white collar job just after 
getting a promotion, and his mother 
senses the reason why: he’s going 
to fight. She knows this obsession 
with violence well, because she’s 
the widow of the late Apollo Creed 
— Rocky’s rival-turned-pal who died 
in the ring with Ivan Drago in the 
absurdly schlocky “Rocky IV.” But 
the movie spares us flashbacks and 


plays it straight, which allows us to 
believe in the characters for the 
most part, anyway. Although we're 
never quite convinced of Johnson’s 
(later Creed’s) motivation, his cama- 
raderie with Stallone’s iconic boxer 
— who, naturally, trains him to take 
on his father’s legacy — is surpris- 
ingly poignant, and the relationship 
he nurtures with quirky singer-song- 
writer Bianca is a worthy match for 
Rocky’s decades-old romance with 
Adrian. Yeah, “Pretty” Ricky Conlan 
isn’t up there with the original Creed, 
Mr. T’s Clubber Lang and Drago as 
a great over-the-top villain, but this 
is one movie that can survive on the 
virtues of its heroes alone. 


